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fies the world of pimping.
ARTS & LIVING
The Spotlight 
staff spent days 
swimming in 
sodas and pop­
corn to bring you
reviews on three block­
buster films. See how these 
flicks fared as Spelman 
Goes to the Movies.
PAGE 8
FEATURES
It’s that time of year again! 
Love it or hate it, it’s 
Valentine’s Day. Read true 
confessions of some struck 
it rich and others blew it big 
time in the love department.
PAGE 4
The Spelman Spotlight 
celebrates Valentine's
Day with Words for 
Lovers and Others, 
messages from AUC students.
PAGE 4
PERSPECTIVES
Every man thinks 
he knows what a 
woman really 
wants. How accu- A 
rate is your man? ™ i
Charli Penn breaks \\ 
down the myths of women 






saw a face 
like yours on 




Jenkins explores the eva­
sive minority character in 
television sitcoms.
PAGE 7
As America prepares for 
battle, Perspectives Editor 
Nkechi Olisemeka recalls 
her life as a child in a war- 
zone.
PAGE 7
Theft in 13 Rooms of Abby Hall over break
Nkechi I. Olisemeka 
Perspectives Editor
Abby Hall was robbed dur­
ing winter break and Spelman’s 
public safety is working along 
side the Atlanta Police depart­
ment to find the culprits.
The building was immedi­
ately assessed by the police for 
fingerprints. In addition, prior to 
the arrival of the students an out­
side company was hired to clean 
the building in order to minimize 
the shock of the damage.
There have been four meet­
ings held to discuss the situation. 
Three of the meetings were 
between the residents of Abby 
Hall and the vice-president of 
student affairs, the counseling 
center, public safety, physical 
plant and, the office of business 
and financial affairs. The last 
meeting that was between the 
residents and Dr Tatum.
"The general consensus is
Ending ‘Bip Pimpin’’ in Atlanta
Protesting the 
‘Player’s Ball” 
an annual party 




Did you know that pimping 
in Atlanta used to be a misde­
meanor? That selling women for 
sex would only get you a slap on 
the wrist and a fine? That pimps 
could walk the streets freely 
while the prostitutes, even inno­
cent children as young as 10 years 
old, would serve jail time?
Not anymore. Members of 
the Atlanta community protested 
the Player’s Ball held at the 
Mirage Saturday, Feb. 8, claiming 
that the event was just an oppor­
tunity to glorify pimps. The ball, 
which is an annual event and 
takes place in several cities 
around the U.S., took place 
amidst the NBA All-Star weekend 
events.
"Nothing is socially, cultural­
ly, or morally acceptable, nothing 
is good about glorifying pimps," 
says Atlanta Councilman Derrick 
Boazman. He has been working 
along with other concerned citi­
zens to stop pimps from exploit­
ing young girls. Boazman says 
that pimps target ladies between 
the ages of 12 and 14 because 
they are easily impressionable 
and have usually not yet contract­
ed HIV, AIDS, or other sexually 
transmitted diseases.













Zenobia L. Hikes, 
there has never been 
an incident of this 
magnitude on
Spelman’s campus 
and the college is 
deeply disturbed. Dr. Hikes 
wants to ensure the public that a 
lot of behind the scenes work is 
taking place in addition to inves­
tigation. A counselor has been 
assigned to each student who lost 
items to help them deal with any 
concerns that they may have 
concerning the situation.
The Resident Director of 
Abby Hall, Ms. Mitchell, con­
firms that there are already
Scenic downtown Atlanta host numerous pimps and prostitution rings
Atlanta as well as sending them 
across state lines to Tennessee, 
Alabama, Florida, and other 
states. (Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution). Boazman recalls 
one instance when a girl was sent 
out by her pimp to Los Vegas. 
They had to work with Nevada 
police to return the girl safely to 
her mother.
Boazman reported that 
around 200 people showed up to 
protest the party. Although a 
larger crowd was expected, 
Boazman believes the protest was 
successful. No one has protested 
the Players Balls before, and the 
event has been taking place for 30 
years.
Local Atlanta radio station 
Hot 107.9 was at first supporting 
the event by giving away free 
tickets. After Boazman and those 
working with him contacted the 
station, they not only stopped 
handing out tickets but also 
pulled the event’s advertisements 
off of the air. Radio station V-103 
broke contact with the event as 
well. Scheduled guest Puff
changes taking place, such as 
improvement with patrol pat­
terns, installing a better lighting 
system around the hall and mov­
ing the large trucks that impede 
the vision of the street.
"I don’t take this just as an 
Abby situation but a violation of 
the campus," said Dr. Hikes. The 
investigation is still going on 
and, police are not ruling anyone 
out as suspects.
Daddy’s publicist stated that the 
rap start did not intend to partici­
pate as the Player’s Ball, as well 
as other guest listed on the event 
flyers.
The government is beginning 
to crack down on pimps. For 
example, Charles Floyd Pipkins, 
Andrew Moore, Jr. and Terrance 
Ramsey were convicted of partic­
ipating and running in a huge 
prostitution scheme June 2002. 
Pipkins and Moore will serve 30 
and 40-year sentences, respec­
tively. Both men pleaded their 
innocence, but to no avail. This 
has been the strictest punishment 
of pimps to that date; before this 
trail, pimps were rarely arrested. 
(Atlanta-Journal Constitution).
Boazman hopes the protest 
will raise the level of conscious­
ness among Atlanta citizens and 
help young women realize the life 
of a prostitute is not a good way 
to live. He also believes that the 
successful Atlanta protest will 
prompt other cities to do the same 







Thoughts of lying on the 
desert sands of Iraq, or being 
dressed in camouflage with trees 
in the forests of Kuwait with a rifle 
in one hand and a bayonet in the 
other ever plague the minds of 
Spelman students who are mem­
bers of the United States Army 
Reserves.
Spelman students Latasha 
Hinton and Martha Adelaja were 
called upon last Friday at approxi­
mately 11a.m. to report to their 
base on Monday morning at 7 a.m. 
The two were forced to withdraw 
from school and will be deported 
for a year.
LaTasha Hinton joined the 
United States Army Reserves to 
help her mother pay her college 
tuition. "Now that 1 am in my jun­
ior year of college, what I joined 
for is the reason I am being taken 
away from my education," she 
says.
Martha Adelaja, who calls her 
rationale in joining the United 
States Army Reserves her destiny, 
tells students to "be thankful for 
the tests that you have failed in 
economics, or the argument you 
had with your roommate, or with 
your poor financial status. Things 
could be worse".
Students like Hinton and 
Adelaja ponder issues far more 
extensive then grades, money 
problems, and boy trouble. They 
fear that their lives may be taken 
away from them.
Hinton was misled by her 
recruiter to believe that in the 
event of a war, the very fact that 
she was a student would refute her 
candidacy to fight in war. 
However, the call she received 
Friday caused her to no longer 
believe this to be so.
An event like makes the daily 
worries of a college student seem 
trivial in comparison. These 
Spelman women have developed a 
new appreciation for life because 
they have seen how quickly and 
easily their comforts can be dis­
rupted.
"Don’t take anything for 
granted," says Hinton.
"Imagine your own mother 
checking the mail one evening 
after a hard day at work. She 
receives a military posted white 
envelope and proceeds to open it. 
Inside she finds that the dog tags 
that you wore around your neck, 
because those were the only 
remains of you in Afghanistan. 
Would you like to switch your bag 
of troubles with me? I thought 
not," said Martha.
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Nkechi I. Olisemeka 
Perspectives Editor
In past
years, the editor- 
in-chief has 
reserved a box at 
the top of the sec­
ond page where 
they instilled
Leigh Davenport some words of 
wisdom upon the 
AUC community. This is not past 
years, and the box is no longer. 
However at the request of my sec­
tion editors (who felt it necessary 
for me to write this letter), 1 want­
ed to take this time to speak to 
you.
My name is Leigh Davenport. 
I am an English major. I’m from 
Chicago, II. I am a sophomore, 
and I am the Editor-in-Chief of the 
Spelman Spotlight. Yes, in past 
years, the Editor-in-Chief has 
always been a senior, but this is a 
new year, and this is a new vision.
Since the beginning of the 
year I have been working very
hard to improve the quality of the 
Spotlight. Many of you have 
responded with praise and encour­
agement which has been more 
inspiring and helpful than you 
know. At a school with no jour­
nalism program, and little funding 
for the paper, we face many strug­
gles to produce this paper every 
issue. We are not paid and we do 
not receive college credit. We put 
in long hours, and our reward is 
knowing that our Spelman com­
munity and AUC community is 
appreciative and pleased with the 
quality of our work.
I would like to thank every­
one who has expressed their con­
tent with the paper. We did "step 
it up this year" and we work really 
hard to do it.
However I just can’t stress 
enough that, what was will not 
always be what is. I know it is 
very easy to revert back to "I 
remember when the Spotlight
was..."
For the many of you who do 
not know who I am, or don’t 
understand how I acquired this 
position, it’s really irrelevant. If 
you are skeptical about my age in 
relation to my position, I believe 
the proof is in the end product.
Yes, sometimes we do make 
mistakes, but we also try our hard­
est to put out a quality publication 
every two weeks. There are many 
things that I have learned over the 
course of the past semester, and 
many things that I will learn, but 
makes me no less competent than 
a senior or a sixth year.
I believe wisdom is inde­
pendent of age, and age is not a 
number but how one behaves. On 
that philosophy I treat this oppor­
tunity as a blessing that I was 
granted to make a great change 
and impact on my Spelman com­
munity. Journalism gives a voice 
to the voiceless. You have a voice
and I want it to be heard. I have a 
voice and I am always willing to 
raise it.
I would also like to take the 
time to acknowledge the gentle­
men of Morehouse and the staff of 
The Maroon Tiger. We all know 
that a little competition is not a 
bad thing, and we certainly know 
that there is a competitive nature 
between Spelman and Morehouse.
Gentlemen, know that we 
respect what you do and your pub­
lication. But please realize if our 
publication didn’t earn your 
respect in past years, we’re 
demanding it now. That being 
said, we welcome your presence 
on our campus, and hope that you 
welcome ours on yours.
So with this letter, I am for­
mally introducing myself to you. I 
am Leigh Davenport. Yes, I am a 
sophomore, and I am the editor-in- 























The Spelman Spotlight is a biweek­
ly publication. We welcome all submis­
sions. Submissions are edited for space 
and to correct errors in grammar and 
punctuation.
Opinions in the Perspectives section 
of The Spelman Spotlight are solely the 
views of the author, not the opinions of 
The Spelman Spotlight. They do no nec­
essarily reflect the opinions of Spelman 
College, its administration, or The 
Spelman Spotlight advisor.
Letters and opinions must be typed, 
signed, and include full address and 
telephone number.
I
Please mail all correspondence to:
The Spelman Spotlight 
350 Spelman Lane SW-Box 1234 
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 
Phone: (404) 215-2561 
Fax: (404) 215-2780
------------------ --------------------- I
• The AUC Peace 
Coalition will be 
holding an anti-war 
rally Saturday 
February 15 at 
Howell Park (located 
behind the West End 
mall). The rally will 
begin at 3pm.
• AUC Council of 
Students presents a 
political forum 
"Implications of the 
State of the Union 
Address". The 
forum will be held at 
Morehouse in the 
Henderson lounge of 
Merill Hall February 
18 at 7 p.m.
Corrections
• In our February 4 issue. Sister 
Speak ran the incomplete ver­
sion. It will not be reprinted, 
however please note.
• SSGA in the Semester was writ­
ten by Jennifer Jenkins.
•The sniper update story was writ­
ten by Jennifer Smith, not Clanci 
Cochran
Around Town Atlanta
•Bible Study takes 
place every Thursday 
at 7 p.m. in Cosby 103.
• Spelman College will 
celebrate Family 
Weekend Feb. 21-23. 
The schedule of events 
can he found on 
Spelman’s website.
• The HBCU Student 
Think Tank will take 
place Feb. 20-23. 
Students must regis­
ter by today, Feb. 14. 
The cost is $70. Buses 
leave Morehouse on 
Feb. 21. For more 
information, email 
hbcunity@yahoo.com
Alpha Kappa Alpha, “Sweet” Mu Pi 
Chapter Ranks no. 3 AIDS Walk 2002
Ehimwenma Joyce Iyamu 
Contributing Writer
With the help of the 
Spelman College community, 
the ladies of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated, “Sweet” Mu Pi 
Chapter raised $14, 740 for 
the 2002 AIDS Walk Atlanta, 
ranking 3rd in the city of 
Atlanta for fundraising 
efforts. AIDS Walk Atlanta, a 
10 km walk to support pro­
grams and services provided 
by AID Atlanta and 14 other 
AIDS service organizations 
throughout the Atlanta met­
ropolitan area, was held on 
October 20, 2002 in
Piedmont Park.
“I am so excited that our 
efforts will help so many
• Spelman’s 
Department of Drama 
and Dance will pres­
ent "Tartuffe" Feb. 20- 
23. Student tickets 
are $3 with I.D.
• SGA/Class Council 
elections will begin 
soon. Applications 
are available in the 
SGA office and the 
deadline of submis­
sions is Tuesday, 
February 18, 2003.
• Movements of Praise 
dance team is holding 
a membership drive. 
Practices are held 
Mondays and
people,” said Sakhile 
Richards, Mu Pi Service 
Chair. “We never imagined 
that our Chapter, with the
help of so many of our 
Spelman sisters, faculty, and 
staff, could make such a bi 
impact on the city of Atlanta.”
Ms. Richards’ sentiments 
were shared by Aisha 
McKnight, President of Mu Pi 
Chapter. “It was wonderful to 
see so many people come 
together to raise money and 
support this cause [the AIDS 
epidemic] that plagues, not 
only the Atlanta community, 
but our world. It was a refresh­
ing experience and I look for­
ward to our participation in 
many more AIDS Walks to 
come.”
Wednesdays 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. in Howe 
Hall; Saturdays at 2 
p.m. (location TBA).
• "Saint Lucy’s Eyes", 
a play starring Ruby 
Dee, will be showing 
Feh.i2-March 9 at 
the Alliance Theatre. 
See www.alliancethe- 
atre.org for more 
details.
Compiled by Clanci 
Cochran.
email briefs to sspot- 
light2002@yahoo.com.
Placing 
)6th in 2001 
^for raising 
^o v e r 
^$12,00 0
for AIDS 
Walk Atlanta, Mu Pi 
Chapter has ranked among 
major corporations in the top 
ten for the past two years. 
The top team fundraisers for 
AIDS Walk Atlanta 2002 are 
Delta Airlines ($27, 679), 
Atlanta School ($15, 315), 
Spelman’s own Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc., Mu Pi 
Chapter ($14, 740), Publix 
($14, 039), and Alston & 
Bird ($13, 375).
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2003 NEWS THE SPELMAN SPOTLIGHT 3
Arguing Affirmative Action Two Clark Atlanta Students die in two weeks
Astrid Thomas
News Reporter
President George W. Bush 
argues using race as a determining 
factor for college admission is 
unconstitutional.
For the past month, the 
Supreme Court has been trying to 
resolve the University of 
Michigan’s affirmative action 
case, in which the applications of 
three white students applying to 
the undergraduate and law schools 
were denied.
The Bush administration 
argues the admission policies at 
the University of Michigan are 
unconstitutional. As a result of the 
suit, the University's administra­
tion must go before the Supreme 
Court and defend their position on 
affirmative action.
Many conservative members 
of President’s Bush administration 
are against the colleges’ admission 
policies that allow race to be a 
determining factor in the admis­
sions process. While the 
Republican Party would like to 
attract more minorities, their posi­
tion on this issue has only served 
to alienate them.
Bush believes that there are 
other ways to accomplish the goal 
of racial diversity on college cam­
puses. Some states, including 
California, Florida, and Texas, 
have established race-neutral ways 
to guarantee college admission to
There will be an SGATown Hall Meeting, Tuesday, 
Feb. 18, 2003 at 11:00 am in Science Center 134. 
The focus of the meeting will be 2003 SGA Elections 
and the general role and function of SGA.
the most qualified students while 
attempting to establish and main­
tain cultural diversity.
The African-American mem­
bers of Bush's cabinet are divided 
on the issue. Secretary of State 
Colin Powell disagrees with 
President’s Bush position and sup­
ports the University’s methods to 
achieve the diversity. Powell 
believes the policies offer oppor­
tunities to minority applicants.
National Security adviser 
Condoleezzaa Rice agrees with 
Bush’s stance that the University 
of Michigan's methods are uncon­
stitutional. Rice believes that point 
systems that benefit minority 
applicants on the basis of race cre­
ate but that race can be used fairly 
as one of the factors of the admis­
sions process.
This is not the first time the 
University of Michigan has come 
before the Supreme Court. In 
2001, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled the college’s affirmative 
action policies were illegal. Justice 
Friedman rejected the use of race 
as a factor in the selection process 
that student diversity is not a com­
pelling state interest. In addition, 
Justice Friedman declared a race 
conscious admissions system can­




Clark Atlanta University has 
lost two students within a two- 
week period. A student allegedly 
committed suicide Jan. 29, and 
Quiana Knox was shot and killed 
Feb. 6.
Rumors surrounding the stu­
dent’s suicide have been running 
ramped through the Atlanta 
University Center. It is suspected 
that a freshman living in Beckwith 
Hall on CAU’s campus took her 
own life. The reasons for doing so 
have yet to be determined. 
However, one fact is concrete: a 
life has been taken, and the AUC 
community has lost a sister.
Kelby Lynch, a friend and 
hall mate of the deceased, said she
Laci Peterson still missing
Danielle Wright
Health Editor
Monday was not only the 
47th day since Laci Peterson’s 
disappearance, but it was also 
the due date of her baby boy.
Laci was last seen on 
Christmas Eve 2002 at 9:30 
a.m. in her hometown, 
Modesto, California. She was 
seven and a half months preg­
nant at the time.
Laci’s immediate family 
held an intimate candlelight 
vigil with 25 people mourning 
of Laci’s disappearance. Scott 
Peterson, Laci’s husband was 
not invited to attend.
did not see this coming. "She 
always had a smile on her face and 
was always happy, "said Lynch. 
The participation of students who 
honored her friend at a candlelight 
vigil touched Lynch. "The whole 
AUC came together to mourn her 
death... but it’s a shame it took 
this to bring us together."
Lynch believes that students 
will not be able to end their 
mourning process until their ques­
tions concerning the death of their 
friend are answered. She says the 
majority of students do not know 
exactly what happened, and want 
answers. "Everything is basically 
a rumor," says Lynch. "Keeping 
us in the dark is not good."
The death of Quiana Knox
The recent discovery that 
Scott was having an affair 
throughout their marriage has 
heightened suspicion of his 
guilt in the disappearance of 
his wife in the public’s eye. 
However, Modesto police have 
not labeled him as a suspect or 
put any restrictions on his 
whereabouts.
According to CNN, Scott 
is accepting the fact that Laci 
is gone through his actions and 
seems comfortable with it. 
Scott recently sold the vehicle 
that Laci drove and loved as 
said by family members, to 
buy a new pick-up truck for
may have been a mistake, accord­
ing to the Atlanta police. The 24- 
year-old woman was shot in the 
head at her in Northside Plaza 
apartment around 10 p.m last 
Thursday. She was home alone, 
and was killed after a man forced 
her door open. The man was sup­
posedly looking for someone else, 
and fled the scene. A neighbor 
who overheard the commotion 
found Knox and called the police. 
(Atlanta Journal-Constitution).
The Los Angeles woman was 
a visiting student at CAU. She 
worked at WAOK-AM as a pro­
ducer of the Rob Redding after­
noon talk show. Knox was study­
ing mass communications during 
her third semester at the college.
work.
CNN also reports that 
Scott’s family is conducting a 
separate search from Laci’s 
family; The two families divid­
ed with the arousal of suspi­
cion that Scott has involve­
ment with his wife’s disap­
pearance.
There is $500,000 reward 
for any information on the safe 
return of Laci Peterson.
Visit her website for more 
information at www.lacipeter- 
son.com. The website has links 
for further news coverage with 
all the major news stations.
Unlimited global career opportunities
UBS Warburg is a pre-eminent global 
investment bank. Our business 
encompasses: Equities, Finance and 
Control, Fixed Income and Foreign 
Exchange, Information Technology, 
Investment Banking and Operations.
The key to achieving growth and 
change is proactively recruiting the best 
and brightest people into an inspiring 
culture, providing the opportunity and 
the resources to succeed. Our firm is 
focused on education, but it will be up 
to you to turn that education into your 
own success story. At UBS Warburg, 
you will have the freedom to 
demonstrate your strength of character 
in an environment where achievement 
and reward are naturally connected.
We are accepting resumes from the 
Class of 2004. We welcome those 
interested to apply via your career 
office by:
Tuesday, February 18,2003
UBS Warburg Scholarship 
applications are available in Career 
Services. The application deadline is 
Monday, February 17th. For more 
information contact Shannon Boylan 
at 212-821-2251 or
shannon.boylan@ubsw.com
Interviews will be held at your Career 
Service Office on:
Monday, February 24, 2003
To apply for a position, please visit your 
career office or our website:
www.ubs.com/graduates
/ Investment Banking / New York / Apri
www.ubswarburg.com UBS Warburg
UBS Warburg is a business group of UBS AG. In the U.S., securities underwriting, trading and brokerage 
activities and M&A advisory activities are conducted by UBS Warburg LLC, an indirect subsidiary of UBS AG that 
is a registered broker-dealer and a member of the New York Stock Exchange and other principal exchanges and 
SIPC. In the U.K., these services are provided by UBS Warburg Ltd., a wholly owned subsidiary of UBS AG that is 
regulated in the U.K. by the SFA, to persons who are not private customers in the U.K.
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I had landed my dream job for the 
summer. There I was an aspiring cin­
ematographer in New York City, 
interning on the set of Spike Lee’s 
newest production "The 25th Hour" 
and I was loving it. But, my love life 
wasn’t so glamorous. My not so great 
experiences with dating in the city 
had forced me to give up on my 
hopes of meeting that great city guy.
I had settled into a steady routine of 
work and nights out with the girls. 
Men were no longer on my mind.
One day we were filming a club 
scene for the movie and things were
super hectic. I was so busy running around the set that I hadn’t 
noticed that one of the cute extras for the scene was watching 
my every move. During a break as I waited on the stairs, the 
cute extra ended up standing right next to me (which I later 
learned was intentional) and although he didn’t speak I felt his 
eyes on me. The next time we switched scenes the cutie struck 
up a conversation with me. We vibed instantly and we 
exchanged numbers. The next night we spent hours together in 
Central Park despite the heavy rain. We went out the next 
evening, and the one after that, and the one after that.
Now, eight months later there isn’t a night that his voice 
isn’t the last thing I hear before my head hits the pillow. We’re 
not just best friends—we’re soul mates. After spending winter 
break with my cute extra and his family, he just recently pro­
posed to me. Although we agreed to take things very slowly I 
know that he’s not just my boyfriend—he’s the one. And, I owe 
it all to Spike Lee.
-Maranatha Prater ‘04
It was January 29, 2002 at 
the Morehouse vs. Clark 
Atlanta basketball game 
when I first met Jason. I was­
n’t planning on going to the 
game because I found out 
about it at the last minute.
Honestly, I was not looking
my best and I didn’t care to impress. Jason was watching the 
game with one of his friends when I noticed his profile 
through the crowd. I was talking to some of my friends that 
went to the game with me and I pointed him out. Not that it 
took much encouragement, but they told me that I should go 
talk to him after the game.
I anxiously decided to approach Jason after the game 
was over and at least let him know that instead of watching 
the game I kept my eyes on him. Usually I would have never 
thought about making such a bold move but I realized Jason 
was someone that I wanted to get know and I felt like I had 
to let him know that I found him attractive. It is now over a 
year and I still can’t believe I actually had the confidence to 
talk to him. Needless to say I am happy the ball was in my 
court when I met Jason. This year on the day of game I had 
to work so I was unable to make it to the Morehouse vs. Clark 
Atlanta game and Jason surprised me with a dozen lavender 
and pink roses to let me know he never forgot when we met. 
-Jerrice Boyd ‘04
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? Day - February 14,2003
To The Get-Along-Gang:
Kristen, Jessica, Dara, 
Evelyn, Kendall, Cindy, 
Loren and Lindsey 
Thanks for giving me the 





Happy Valentine's Day, li'l 
sis. love you!
From your big brother Larry
To DeShazier
You look good, you smell 
good... thank you for bless­
ing us! We love J!
From the Ladies of 
Spelman College
Happy Valentine's Day to 
all of the ladies of Manley 
Hall and all of my 
Spelman sisters.
From Kadija J. Johnson
To Rachel Wilfred
Happy Valentine's Day! 




Nobody does it like we 
do!
From Leigh
To that guy from Texas 
who keeps calling me...
Thanks for the memories, 
and here's to many more 





I was talking to this guy for a couple of months. During the 
Christmas break when we went back home things were going 
well, and he even wanted me to meet his family. When we got 
back I asked him if he wanted to go to the movies. He said 
that he didn't have any money but would call me back so that 
we could chill in his room. Instead of waiting for him I went 
out with my girls (he never called me back). When I got out 
of the movie me and my roommate saw some people we knew 
in the parking lot. We also saw the guy I was talking to talk­
ing to this other girl for about two hours. Parking lot pimpin'! 
When he finished his conversation he tried to sneak away and 
my roommate called him out. He said he didn't see us, but he 
knew he was busted.
C.P.
Floating Floozie
During the first month of school I met this guy. Let's call 
him Tyrone. Things starting building up to a boyfriend-girl- 
friend level. He said he didn't want to be a "playa" no more 
and he wanted me to be his girl. Cool!
Then one day me and my roommate saw him on the strip.
He told me again that he didn't want to be with anyone else 
and that he wasn't talking to anybody else. We talked for a 
minute, then I said that me and my roommate were going 
back to our room, but we ended up going to Stegal's instead. 
When we walked back he was all up in some girls face and 
tried to play like he didn't
see me. When he called me that night he said that he was 




One day my roommate and I were on the strip at the Kappa 
Kappa Psi probate show. We were there having a good time 
when I see my boyfriends car pulling out of Morehouse. So, I'm 
thinking " there goes my baby". I run down King Chapels steps 
to flag him down. He looks at me then keeps on driving right 
past me. When he called me the next day he acted as if there 
was nothing wrong with what he did.
R.S.
Double Time!
I met this cute guy the day of Olive Branch. I started talking 
to him and he got my number. I was so excited. A couple of 
days later he called me and we chatted for a while. When we 
got off the phone my roommates phone started ringing. I 
answered the phone and he was quite surprised to hear my 
voice again. He thought he dialed the wrong number. Turned 
out he was trying to talk to me and my roommate, he just 
didn’t know we lived together.
V.J.
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• On February 7th, 2003, the 
Homeland Security’s color 
coded system gauging the possi­
bility of terrorists attacks moved 
from yellow (meaning elevated 
risk) to orange (meaning high 
risk). The level of risk increased 
after the government gained 
information about al Qaeda 
wanting to attack the U.S.
• Georgia governor Sonny 
Perdue plans to have a vote to 
resolve the questions and con­
cerns surrounding the state’s 
flag. However, the legislature 
does not have to pay attention to 
the results. Many citizens wish 
to keep the confederate symbol 
as part of Georgia’s flag, many 
oppose. The governor has not 
state whether or not he supports 
the confederate symbol. Walter 
Butler, president of Georgia’s 
NAACP, promises an economic 
boycott if the symbol is allowed 
back on the flag.
• Clara Harris, 45, is on trial 
in Houston, Texas, for running 
over her husband in a hotel park­
ing lot with her Mercedes. The 
deceased, Daniel Harris, was 
having an affair with his lover
Gail Bridges, which his wife dis­
covered. Clara Harris could 
serve a life sentence if she is 
convicted of murder.
• The Total Information 
Awareness program is being 
developed by the government in 
hopes of discovering terrorists 
before they are able to strike. 
The system, however, may jeop­
ardize the privacy of American 
citizens; researchers would have 
access to people’s financial, 
medical and telephone records 
and possibly additional informa­
tion.
• U.S. Intelligence has dis­
covered that North Korea has 
missiles capable of reaching the 
United States. The country has 
also developed nuclear weapons, 
which was discovered by the 
United Nations.
**A11 information obtained 
from www.cnn.com and 
www.ajc.com. The information 
was complied February 13, 
2003. Situations noted above 
may have changed since this 
date.
The Spelman Spotlight 
invites you to
Step Into the 
Light
This Weeks's Topics:
1$ it okay to like "Ignition“ 
if he's singing about a minor? 
Discerning between an artist's private life 
and the music they create
Condoleeza and Colin: 
colored or colorless?
Black political teaders-aro they speaking out 
in our best interest?
I never wanted to go to Michigan anyway... 
America's views on affirmative action 
and what it means to us
Friday, February 21 
Lower Manley - 4:00 pm
Valentine’s Alternatives ‘Black Love Day’
Ehimwenma Joyce Iyamu 
Contributing Writer
Earn a Master of Science degree in:
• Health Services Management and Policy
• Human Resources Management
• Nonprofit Management
• Organizational Change Management
• Urban Policy Analysis and Management 
Ph.D. degree:
• Public 8 Urban Policy
Looking for love this Valentine's Day? 
Nya Akoma (pronounced "knee ah Ah- 
coma"), meaning "Get a heart! Be patient!" is 
the slogan used on Black Love Day, February 
13, an official Valentine’s Day alternative.
Contrary to the over-commercialized and 
over-sensationalized Valentine’s Day "holi­
day," Black Love Day holistically celebrates 
black relationships, from self-love, family 
love, love for the race and community, to love 
for The Creator. Black Love Day demon­
strates love through rituals of forgiveness and 
public reconciliation, service, and celebra­
tion.
The objectives of Black Love Day are to 
establish a day to focus on love in order to
revitalize all relationships; to demonstrate 
love in action by performing at least five 
specific loving acts; and to create new tradi­
tions that are based on African and African- 
American culture to provide an alternative 
to Valentine’s Day.
Black Love Day utilizes the colors pur­
ple, for spirituality, or black, as a blend of 
all colors, as its trademark colors instead of 
the traditional Valentine’s Day colors, red 
and pink.
Ms. Ayo Kendi created Black Love Day 
in 1993 to create more expressions of "black 
love" in the community. Kendi organized 
the first public observance of Black Love 
Day in Washington, D.C. Black Love Day 
continues to be observed and celebrated in 
several areas, including Washington, D.C.
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Charli A. Penn 
Managing Editor
Ahhh, February, the month 
of love; owner of the most over 
rated and superficial women’s 
holiday to ever be sworn into 
existence. There are very few 
places you can venture to this 
month without being reminded 
of women. Isn’t she great?
Most men don’t seem to 
think so. Even in the year 2003, 
after every men’s magazine in 
history has taken a stab at it, 
there are still men walking 
around that haven’t got a clue 
about women. What's worse is 
that these are the men who think 
they do. Their voices are recog­
nized and heard while women 
are continuously silenced. My 
response to all those voices— 
SHUT UP! Now that you’re 
quiet, listen close as 1 break it 
down so that it will forever be 
broken.
What do we want? Men, it's 
not what you think, believe me. 
It’s not hiding in your pants or 
folded in your wallet. Most 
importantly, (you better sit down 
for this one) it’s not a relation­
ship either. Relationships are 
great, but only with the right per­
son. Many of us are still search­
ing and casual dating is a com­
fortable past time while we wait 
for our Mr. Right to come 
around. There are very few 
women who are just looking for 
any old relationship. I can say 
with confidence that these days 
we’re a lot more selective then 
you think.
The truth is that women 
aren’t ready either. We’re not 
ready to be mothers this soon. 
Many guys are so far behind in 
maturity that dating one is like 
raising one—and who really has 
time for that?
While we’re on the subject 
of time I want to take a moment 
to address what I like to call the 
"Commitment Myth”. It’s a 
twisted myth that men have cre­
ated and nurtured over the last 
century, which states that "all 
women want commitment". No 
we don’t.
Think about the last time 
you were on Spelman’s campus. 
What did you see? You saw 
women everywhere doing every­
thing. It takes a lot of time to do 
everything and when we’re done
we don’t have time for much 
else.
Women have caught on to a 
little secret that has yet to break 
at Morehouse. We realize that 
we have the rest of our lives to 
worry about men and relation­
ships, but we don’t have forever 
to get a quality education and 
develop ourselves to our full 
potential.
Women treat relationships 
like designer shoes. If we hap­
pen to stumble upon a pair that 
we like and they’re affordable, 
then we buy them and enjoy 
them. But, if we buy them 
because they look great and find 
that they hurt our feet when we 
wear them, we'll throw them in 
the closet and hope to find a 
more comfortable pair. And, if 
designer shoes just aren’t in the 
budget for that month then we 
wait, keeping an eye out for a 
good deal.
We do have time for the lit­
tle things. These are the tiny 
details that matter so much to us 
and mean so little to you. You 
don’t have to be a boyfriend but 
you must be a friend. What sad­
dens me is that so many men 
don't know how to be either of 
the two. A friend is genuine, 
respectful, and caring. All lot of 
men these days are not. Men 
think we want the whole dam 
tree, when we're just reaching 
for an apple.
1 don’t sympathize with the 
self proclaimed "good guys" that 
are looking for good girls. Just 
look at the numbers. Women 
outnumber mean 18 to 1 in the 
AUC. Women shouldn’t be hard 
to find, period. All 18 of us can’t 
be that bad. Just think about 
what you’re saying.
Dating myths have gotten 
out of proportion. Perhaps it will 
always be Mars vs. Venus, and 
Us vs. You. I believe that a truce 
is possible, but the myths about 
women must be destroyed 
before a fair debate can ever 
take place. In this male dominat­
ed society- that we live in, the 
voice of man is all that’s heard. I 
challenge women to speak up 
for womankind and let your 
voice protrude the myths. Don’t 
accept the label that man gives 
you, instead open your heart and 
reveal the real you.
Nkechi Olisemeka 
Perspectives Editor
The words terrorism, terror, 
bomb, and, bloodshed have been 
in my vocabulary since I was 11 
years old. When I moved to Tel- 
Aviv, Israel those words quickly 
became ingrained in my psyche.
After all, it is one thing to 
tell a fifth grader that they 
should not leave their backpacks 
in the hallways because it would 
leave a mess, or someone could 
accidentally fall, but something 
different to say that a terrorist 
may place a bomb inside.
Riding public transportation 
was forbidden in my home 
because suicide bombings were 
practically a weekly occurrence. 
"Safety first" had a totally new 
meaning. The bomb shelter in 
my home full of canned goods 
was a constant reminder that the 
world was not okay and that the 
country was vulnerable.
The Walworth Barbour 
American International School 
always took precaution because 
the school was filled with chil­
dren of diplomats and Israelis 
whose parents could afford the 




Carrie. Miranda. Charlotte. 
Samantha. Four sexy single 
women living fabulous lives in the 
big city. But what about Latasha, 
Shenikwa, Quiana, and Aisha? 
Why is it that the fabulous cities 
depicted in television shows con­
tain millions of people but con­
spicuously omit blacks or other 
minorities? Do we only exist in 
the world of UPN? Or do these 
television shows display the dom­
inant culture’s subconscious desire 
to remove ‘others’ from society, 
leaving a picture-perfect, lily- 
white city?
Top-rated shows such as 
Friends and Sex and the City draw 
millions of viewers a week, of 
many different races and ethnic 
backgrounds. However, non­
whites are rarely even seen on 
these shows, and hardly ever pos­
sess a significant role in episodes. 
When ‘others’ are introduced to 
the viewing audience, it is usually 
to serve a specific purpose, such as 
proving that the lead characters 
are not averse to interracial dating. 
On Sex and the City, for example, 
the four women that are the main 
characters seemingly have no 
black friends and rarely, if ever, 
even encounter blacks on the
high because nothing could be 
more heart-wrenching to the 
country (or gratifying for a ter­
rorist) than to attack a school 
full of children whose parents' 
job description was to bring 
international understanding and 
forge bonds between countries?
Terrorism was introduced to 
the United States on September 
11, 2001, but even before that, 
terrorism was very much alive 
and well around the world. The 
CIA is working around the clock 
to ensure the safety of the public 
on a much larger scale. 
According to FBI Director 
Robert Mueller, we cannot 
resolve this war by compromise 
or negotiated settlement. If all 
hope for compromise is gone 
then where does that leave the 
public?
Although the United States 
is currently dealing with the 
threat of war, we still lead our 
lives as though nothing is 
wrong. We are still caught up 
over the petty things such as 
planning the perfect spring vaca­
tion rather than focusing on 
activism.
While I am not saying that
street. The one prominent episode 
featuring black characters 
involved a story line in which 
Samantha begins to date a black 
man and the conflict that ensues 
with his sister, the stereotypical 
‘angry black woman.’ What is 
most interesting is that when the 
Sex and the City writers finally 
decided to inject a little ethnicity 
into the show, the venue they 
chose is Samantha, the sex- 
starved, promiscuous blonde who 
just wants to ‘have a little fun.’
Friends, one of the top-rated 
shows of the past decade, did not 
prominently feature an African 
American until season seven in 
2001, almost seven years after its 
debut season. In season seven, 
black actress Gabrielle Union was 
introduced as the romantic interest 
of two of the white male charac­
ters, and the actress herself admit­
ted that she was a little uneasy 
about taking the role, given the 
show’s history, or lack thereof, of 
racial diversity. Oddly enough, 
although this episode of 
Friends briefly touched on 
the subject of interracial dat­
ing, blacks are rarely seen in 
the Greenwich Village "Central 
Perk" coffeehouse, where much 
of the show centers. Evidently,
black New Yorkers don’t drink 
coffee.
the whole country should stand 
with dismal expressions on their 
faces, we need to put things in 
perspective. The social climate 
is different in other countries 
because the bombing of coffee 
shops in the middle of the city 
are daily reminders of the threat 
of war and death. I fact, around 
this time of year, I would be get­
ting refitted for my gas mask.
It is our duty to be emphatic 
with the world public. We need 
to move away from the mentali­
ty of them and us, the good guys 
and the bad guys. This is real 
life and not a cheesy action 
packed movie.
The civilians in other coun­
tries are also suffering under the 
debris of war. In war, nobody is 
a winner unless winning is 
defined as drawing the most 
blood from one's opponent.
Unless we take a more 
proactive stance, we are in big 
trouble. I know what war can do 
to a country. September 11, 2001 
gave this nation a taste of disas­
ter and a rude awakening. Let 
the public realize that we are not 
invincible and keep that reality 
in the forefront of our minds.
■»
B
In a country where minorities 
make up almost 30% of the popu­
lation, we are, amazingly, continu­
ally ignored and thoroughly disre­
garded in much of mainstream tel­
evision. It seems that the domi­
nant powers of television have 
decided that black and white inter­
action doesn’t sell and therefore 
should not be portrayed. 
However, on a deeper level, white 
writers of hit television shows 
could unknowingly be capitalizing 
on white America’s desire for a 
homogenous and unadulterated 
white community. Ironically, a 
city such as New York, which has 
historically been the location of 
immigrant reception, is not depict­
ed anything like the United States’ 
famous claim-to-fame of the 
‘melting pot.’
Someone tell the ‘King of 
Pop’ he was wrong. In television, 
it does matter if you’re black or 
white; in fact, in the ‘White City’ 











1 have to be completely honest Antwone 
Fisher is one of the best movies that I have 
ever seen. It is a feel good movie that does 
not discriminate when it reaches in to touch 
your heart. Women AND men left the theater 
with red eyes and runny noses. When I 
walked into the theater with my brother we 
both took note that there were just as many 
white couples in the theater as there were 
blacks. This was not a movie about a black 
man and his black male problems; this was a 
movie about a man trying to find his family 
while trying to find himself at the same time. 
Antwone Fisher is a movie that men, women, 
black, and white, can relate to because it is a 
movie about life and how to survive.
Denzel Washington has his directorial 
debut on this biographical film. He also 
serves as producer and star of the film. 
Washington brought a story and character to 
life and made you believe in what you saw. 
Inspired by his life, Antwone Fisher wrote the 
book Finding Fish, which after ten years of 
trying, finally turned into this remarkable 
film.
A story of a lost little boy inside an anger 
stricken man, Antwone Fisher focuses on the 
story of a man that has no past because he 
does not know where he comes from. He 
struggles repeatedly with his anger that stems 
from specific incidences in his early child­
hood life. If you hadn’t already gone through 
a box of Kleenex through the movie its guar­
anteed it would have been over for you by the 
time the movie was over. You could try as 
hard as you could to hold back, but there 
would be no way that you would be able to 
with stand the compassion that you felt for 
this man by the end of the film. It reaches in 
and grabs your heart and forces you to feel. 
There was not one dry eye in the theater. Not 
ONE.
Derek Luke who plays Antwone 
Fisher did an amazing job in his first feature
Ratings
*****-A must see. Suck it up and pay the money!
****Great film! You probably don’t want to wait for someone to ruin it for 
you.
*** Good if you just have money to spare.
** Wait until it comes out on video.
* Don’t even bother.
film. You would believe that he is a veteran 
actor with his ability to convince you of his 
character. Joy Bryant, who plays the role of 
Cheryl the love interest, has been showing her 
face for sometime now. First we saw her in the 
MTV made for TV movie "Carmen: A Hip 
Hopera," starring Beyonce Knowles and Mekhi 
Phifer. She was also given a small part in the 
movie Showtime, starring Eddie Murphy, and 
Robert Di Niro. Both of these actors bring so 
much chemistry to the screen; we know that 
there are only bigger and better things in store 
for them.
If you haven’t had the opportunity to 
see this movie, run, no, sprint to the theater, 
because I promise you, you don’t want to miss 
this. However, bring a box of tissues because 
you’ll need them. *****
Jazz. Sex. Betrayal. Murder. 
Money. Reciprocity. Fame.
Now that’s Chicago.
The Broadway hit, choreo­
graphed by the late Bob Fosse, hit 
theaters everywhere last weekend 
after a limited release. "Chicago" 
was brought to the silver screen by 
director Rob Marshall. The 
movie’s all-star cast includes 
Renee Zellwger, Catherine Zeta- 
Jones, Richard Gere, Queen 
Latifah, Christine Baranski, John 
C. Reilly, Mya and Taye Diggs. 
From the opening number until the 
curtain closes
"Chicago" will have 
you so captivated 
you’ll forget you’re in 
the 21th century 




arrested from the 
murder of her hus­
band and sister on 
the same night cho­
rus dancer Roxie 
(Zellweger) sees her on 
stage and imagines herself in the 
spotlight. Her lover, Fred Casely 
(Dominic West), fools Roxie into 
thinking he could make her a star. 
When he tries to dump her, Roxie 
shoots him and is immediately 
thrust into Chicago’s headlines. 
The sentence: death by hanging. It 
is up to her devoted husband 
(Reilly) and her self-absorbed 
lawyer (Gere) to get Hart out of
the slammer. However, Roxie is 
concentrating on becoming a star 
with the help of Matron Mama 
Morton (Latifah) and stealing 
Velma’s fame and glory.
"Chicago" opens with the 
musical number "All That Jazz", 
showing off Catherine Zeta-Jones’ 
dancing and singing abilities as 
well as those of the talented cho­
rus members. Other notable num­
bers are "The Cellblock Tango", 
"Roxie", the "Nowadays/Hot 
Honey Rag", "I Can’t Do It Alone" 
and "When You’re Good to 
Mama", with Queen Latifah’s 
show-stopping performance. 
Renee Zellweger was both 
adorable and vindictive as Hart; 
her performance was definitely 
worth the Golden Globe she 
picked up. All the actors and 
dance bring the work of the late 
Bob Fosse alive with fancy leg- 
work and impeccable skill. The 
movie is a wonderful way to intro­
duce this generation to musicals, 
and is a welcome relief from tear- 
jerking dramas and lengthy action 
scenes. Queen Latifah’s gold 
dress is reason enough to see the 
film; it defies more gravity than J- 
Lo’s little green number.
The movie has won three 
Golden Globes, is nominated for 
13 Academy Awards, and has 
grossed over $63.8 million. The 
movie is has been praised by many 
critics and viewers, and is practi­
cally flawless, with the exception 
of a noticeable run in Catherine 
Zeta-Jones’s stockings during her 
big number. But with all the "raz­
zle-dazzle" surrounding the film, 
you won’t even notice. "Chicago" 
is worth seeing and seeing again.
(Left) Wang (Chan, left) and Roy (Wilson), explore the subtle differences between the West and 
London: it's not a saloon; it’s a pub.
Shayla Arline 
Contributing Writer
Shanghai Knights the sequel to 
Shanghai Noon is another hit delivered 
by comedic duo Jackie Chan and Owen 
Wilson. The action comedy goes from 
the American Wild West to civilized 
London, when Chon Wang (Chan), vows 
to avenge his estranged father’s death. 
Accompanied by Roy O’Bannon 
(Wilson), Wang searches for the killer 
who is a Chinese rebel (Donnie Yen) in 
England and runs into his sister Lin 
(Fann Wong). It turns out that she is also 
present for revenge and stumbles upon 
an international murder conspiracy 
against the royal family during her time 
in England. In the comedy, Wang 
attempts to carry out his revenge and 
tries to deter romance-minded Roy away
from his sister.
The clashes between Chan and Yen 
are among the numerous action high­
lights in the film. Major action scenes 
are staged on a floating river barge, 
inside a revolving hotel door, among the 
stalls and surrounding walls of a crowd­
ed open-air marketplace, with a big 
finale fight occurring inside London’s 
Big Ben clock. It is interesting to see 
Chan and Yen go at it in their different 
yet incredible fighting styles.
By trying to pack in as much fight­
ing as possible with hilarious moments 
involving Wang and O’Bannon, this 
movie goes all over the place. Despite 
inconsistencies in the plot, Jackie 
Chan’s intense acrobatics and Owen 
Wilson’s dry sense of humor make see­
ing this fun film worth admission. ***
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